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THE PHC CERNER LEARNER 

From the desk of Dr. Janet Simons   Your by physicians, for physicians source for CST Cerner information at PHC 

July means a new crop of fresh faces 
and lots of people learning! If there is 
a need for extra help for any trainees, 
please reach out to me directly at 
janet.simons@providencehealth.bc.ca 

If you have more general questions, 
feel free to submit topic ideas at 
phcmedstaff.ca/cst. Happy learning! 

~ Janet 

CONSULT OR 
REFERRAL? 

Our colleagues from the allied health 
services, such as our physiotherapists 
and occupational therapists, are key 
members of our care teams. When we 
need them involved, placing the 
correct order in Cerner ensures that 
the right person gets alerted in a 
timely fashion. So remember: 

Consult = In Hospital Assessment 
Referral = At Home Assessment 

Placing a PT referral on an inpatient or 
ED patient might be nice for when 
they go home, but it won’t help them 
get there!! 

  

Do you know about the Merge and Filter buttons in the ordering window? These 
are super helpful when placing PowerPlans, to clean up your view and to see 
what is already ordered so that you don’t inadvertently duplicate anything. 

The Merge button looks like this            and can be found at the top of your 
ordering window when you are ordering a PowerPlan. Clicking it merges the 
current active orders on the patient with what you are about to order, letting 
you see easily if you are about to duplicate an existing order. 

The Filter button is this one  which is right beside the Merge button when 
you are placing a PowerPlan. It shows you just the components of the 
PowerPlan which you have selected, making it easier to see what you’ve 
selected and double check that you have all the orders you want. 

When placing large PowerPlans such as admission PowerPlans, using these 
two buttons together just before you sign off on orders is really useful to see 
clearly what you are about to order and how it relates to the existing orders on 
the patient. Try it next time! 

MERGE AND FILTER 

 ORDERING FOR   IR SAMPLES 
 The PowerPlans for ‘MI Biopsy” and “MI Drainage” include a second phase 
which contains the lab orders for the sample which is (hopefully) acquired 
during the procedure. Since the procedure may happen several days from 
when you place the PowerPlan, it’s important not to activate the second 
phase of this plan. This phase will be activated by the radiology team once 
the sample is collected. This ensures that the orders are nice and ‘fresh’ 
when the sample arrives at the lab – otherwise, it’s hard for the lab to know 
what the sample is for and we risk not getting all the needed tests done. 
Check out page 2 for a step by step on how to get it right. 
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    ORDERING LABS IN RADIOLOGY POWERPLANS 
Here’s your step-by-step on how to order a MI sampling PowerPlan without accidentally activating the labs phase before 
it’s time: 

First, add the appropriate PowerPlan and modify details. Check off any needed pre-procedure tests and the appropriate 
diagnostic order. Then click on the “Procedural Tests” component: 

Select the correct module for the specimen type which will automatically open that module. Select the required 
tests. Click “Orders for Signature” and then “Sign” and you are done!! 

Select the correct
module for the
specimen type which
will automaticall open
that module. Select 
the required tests.
Click “Orders for
Signature” and then 
“Sign” and you are 
done!!
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module for the
specimen type which
will automaticall open
that module. Select 
the required tests.
Click “Orders for
Signature” and then 
“Sign” and you are 
done!!

Select the correct
module for the
specimen type which
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that module. Select 
the required tests.
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Signature” and then 
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Select the correct
module for the
specimen type which
will automaticall open
that module. Select 
the required tests.
Click “Orders for
Signature” and then 
“Sign” and you are 
done!!

Select Module 

Click Here

Click Here

DO NOT CLICK THIS! 

Click here to escape! 

If you find yourself on this page somehow, DO NOT click “initiate now.” Just click back to the main PowerPlan on the left 
to get back to something which has “Orders for Signature.” You SHOULD NOT have to initiate any part of this PowerPlan. 
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