
Conference Extender Funding 
  
Dr. Jane Lea and I attended a meeting in London England for the TWJ Foundation, a prestigious 
Foundation that offers funding for fellows to travel to other parts of the world for Otology and 
Neurotology subspecialty training. Our Fellowship at UBC has been selected as a training site 
and we went to interview suitable candidates in London, England on December 9, 2019. 
 
We recently also received a donation for the amount of $12M from the Rotary Club of 
Vancouver Hearing Foundation and the St. Paul's Foundation towards development of the new 
BC Rotary Hearing and Balance Centre at St. Paul's Hospital when it is rebuilt. The funds are to 
be used partly for equipment not otherwise provided, but more importantly as strategic funds 
to development a world class research institute. The question remains how best to use these 
funds to leverage the donation to create a sustainable research institute. 
 
While in London, Dr. Lea and I met with two colleagues who have successfully created a 
research institute we could model: 

1. Dr. Anne Schilder and Dr. Helen Blackshaw who work at University College London.  
2. Dr. Manohar Bance works at Cambridge University 

 
The top learnings from these meetings were: 

1. An endowed professorship would be ideal as it would be attractive for as world class 
researcher; 

2. The model of 80% research and 20% clinical, rather than the opposite seems to result in 
more productivity; 

3. Funds for studentships also helpful to support the research; 
4. A minimum of $4M is needed; 
5. Strat up funds for the researcher are required in the order of $300K; 
6. Research Audiologists will also be required for any studies for inner ear therapeutics; 
7. Access to an audiology booth that is dedicated for research is critical; 
8. Spatial studies will require a larger audiology booth with the speaker system built in; 
9. Electrophysiology is the new norm, which requires an electrically shielded room; 
10. Inner ear therapeutics, stem cell and gene therapy are up and coming areas in inner ear 

biology. 
 
 


